The Honorable Maria Elvira Salazar The Honorable Dave Joyce

House of Representatives House of Representatives

2162 Rayburn House Office Building 2065 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Rick Larsen The Honorable Mary Peltola

House of Representatives House of Representatives

2163 Rayburn House Office Building 153 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

December 6, 2023

Dear Representatives Maria Elvira Salazar (R-FL), Rick Larsen (D-WA), Dave Joyce (R-OH),
and Mary Peltola (D-AK),

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we wish to share our support for the Migratory
Birds of the Americas Conservation Enhancements Act of 2023 (H. R. 4389).

Migratory birds are of immense value to millions of Americans and the economy. The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service’s 2022 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated
Recreation found that more than 96 million people observed birds last year. Combined with the
larger wildlife-watching category, this group spent a staggering $250.2 billion on these activities,
which benefits local communities across the nation. Further, birds provide critical ecosystem
services such as pest control, pollination, seed dispersal, and more.

Each year, more than 350 species of migratory birds that people enjoy throughout the United
States will fly to and from their wintering grounds in Latin America and the Caribbean. Included
are colorful songbirds like the Golden-Winged Warbler and Bobolink - species that have lost
50% of their population since 1970 and are on track to lose another half in the next fifty years
without immediate action. Overall, North America has lost 3 billion birds since 1970, and more
than half of U.S. bird species are declining, according to the State of the Birds 2022 report.

Since 2002, the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act (NMBCA) has helped benefit
migratory bird habitat, fund research, and catalyze partnerships and international cooperation
across the Western Hemisphere. The funding for international projects is essential for ensuring
that beloved species like the Baltimore Oriole and Ruby-throated Hummingbird return to the U.S
year after year. NMBCA has funded 717 projects in 43 countries. Critically, it is also a cost-
effective program; it is estimated that for every $1 invested, $5 has been spent on conservation
action via leveraged partner support.

We commend your leadership of the Migratory Birds of the Americas Conservation
Enhancements Act of 2023 to help conserve and recover our migratory birds through this
bipartisan legislation. This bill makes meaningful changes to boost the NMBCA program,


https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Final_2022-National-Survey_101223-accessible-single-page.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Final_2022-National-Survey_101223-accessible-single-page.pdf
https://www.stateofthebirds.org/2022/

including increasing the authorization level from $6.5 million annually to $10 million by 2028 and
lowering the cost share from 3:1 to 2:1. These critical updates will help meet the demand for
grants, and increase accessibility to allow for more diverse projects to be funded, with the net

benefit of conserving more birds.

Thank you for championing this legislation, which will benefit birdlife, our economy, and

international partnerships. Please let us know how we can continue to support this legislation as

it moves through Congress.
Sincerely,
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